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Summary of Quality Measurement Set for CLINICIANS

INPATIENT AND EMERGENCY QUALITY 
MEASUREMENT SET

This is a summary of the American Academy of Neurology’s quality measurement set on inpatient and emergency care for patients 
with neurologic illnesses. Please refer to the full measurement set at AAN.com/practice/quality-measures for more information, 
including the complete set of measurement specifications. These measures use the following formulae to identify quality of 
care performance.

Documentation of Brain Death
Measure Purpose: Ensure consistent application of brain-death determination guidelines to avoid misdiagnosis and promote family acceptance of diagnosis

To meet the measure: I n patients that have been diagnosed with brain death, document that apnea testing or acceptable ancillary testing was performed 
in order to declare brain death

Numerator: Patients >37 weeks gestational age who died in the hospital 
with a diagnosis of brain death who had documentation of apnea testing* 
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Delirium Risk Factor Screening and Preventative Protocol
Measure Purpose: Reduce the likelihood of longer inpatient treatment and increased treatment cost

To meet the measure:  Institute a delirium preventative protocol for those patients greater than 18 years of age who are identified as high risk of 
developing delirium

Numerator: High risk^ patients who had a preventative protocol* instituted

Denominator: All patients >18 years of age who 
are at high risk^ of developing delirium

Exceptions:

• Diagnosis of delirium at time of, or prior 
to, admission

• Patient or family/caregiver refuses 
preventative protocol

• Unable to institute protocol for 
medical reasons

Result: Quality of care provided for patients 
with neurologic conditions

Non-Pharmacological Treatment of Delirium
Measure Purpose: Treatment of delirium with non-pharmacologic measures before medications

To meet the measure: Use non-pharmacological methods as a first-line measure to treat patients that develop delirium at inpatient facilities

Numerator: Patients who were treated initially with a non-pharmacological treatment*

Denominator: All patients admitted to an 
inpatient facility and who are diagnosed with 
delirium, not present on admission

Exceptions:

• 
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Status Epilepticus Identification and Seizure Cessation
Measure Purpose: Reduce morbidity and mortality for patients in status epilepticus

To meet the measure: Rapidly identify patients in generalized convulsive status epilepticus and treat with benzodiazepines.

Numerator: Patients in generalized convulsive status epilepticus rapidly* identified 
and treated with benzodiazepines
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Initiation of Treatment for GBS
Measure Purpose: Decrease the duration of functional impairment in Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS)

To meet the measure: Treat and document that patients who have been confirmed as having Guillain-Barré Syndrome received timely immunosuppressive 
therapy using either plasmapheresis or IVIG in an inpatient facility

Numerator: Patients admitted to an inpatient facility with GBS who are nonambulatory 
with documentation that immunosuppressive therapy using plasmapheresis (PE) 
or IVIG given and not prescribed corticosteroids

Denominator: Patients admitted to inpatient 
facility with confirmed diagnosis of GBS who 
are nonambulatory

Exceptions:
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